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 THE INTERNATIONAL 
GEOGRAPHICAL SOCIETIES 
ON THE CLIMATE AND  
BIODIVERSITY EMERGENCIES
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National Geographic Society, American Geographical Society, American Association of Geographers, Institute of Australian Geographers, Queensland Royal 

Geographical Society, National Committee for Geographical Sciences of the Australian Academy of Science, Bangladesh National Geographical Association, Royal 
Geographical Society of Belgium, Benin Association of Geographers, National Association of Postgraduates and Researchers in Geography (ANPEGE), Association of 

Brazilian Geographers, Canadian Association of Geographers, Royal Canadian Geographical Society, Geographical Society of China, Hong Kong Geographical 
Association, Geography and Education Research Association of Macau, The Geographic Society of China located in Taipei, National Committee for Geography 

(Colombia), Croatian Geographical Society, Cyprus Geographical Association, Czech Geographical Society, European Association of Geographers, Geographical Society 
of Finland, National Geographical Society of France, Geographical Society of Georgia, German Society of Geography, Association for Geography at German Universities 

and Research Institutions, Hungarian Geographical Society, Association of Bengal Geographers, The Association for Geographical Studies (Delhi), Indian National 
Committee for IGU, National Association of Geographers (India), Indonesian Geographical Association, Geographical Society of Ireland, Israeli Geographical 

Association, Italian Geographical Society, International Geographical Union, Association of Japanese Geographers, Human Geography Society of Japan, Japan 
Organization of Geographical Sciences, Geographic Society of Kenya, Korean Geographical Society, Luxembourg Geographical Society, Geographical Society of 

Madagascar, Mexican Society of Geography and Statistics, Geographical Association of Myanmar, Namibian National Committee for IGU, Royal Dutch Geographical 
Society, New Zealand Geographical Society, Association of Nigerian Geographers, Norwegian Geographical Society, Pakistan Geographical Association, Philippines 
Geographical Society, Polish Geographical Society, Portuguese Association of Geographers, Romanian Geographical Society, Russian Geographical Society, Russian 

National Committee for International Program “Future Earth,” Russian National Committee for IGU, Royal Scottish Geographical Society, Samoa Association of 
Geographers, Saudi Geographical Society, Slovenian Geographical Association, Slovak National Committee for the IGU, Society of South African Geographers, 

Southern African Geography Teachers’ Association, Geographical Association of Spain, Centre of Geographical Studies (Institute of Geography and Spatial Planning) 
University of Lisbon, Sri Lankan Association of Geographers, Swedish National Committee of Geography, Swiss Association of Geography, Swiss National Committee 

for the IGU, Turkish Geographical Society, Uganda Geographical Association, Ukrainian Association of Geographers, The Royal Geographical Society (with IBG), 
Geographical Association, University of Cambridge, Department of Geography, and the Vietnamese Association of Geographers.

GEOGRAPHERS HAVE UNIQUE OPPORTUNITIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES in the face of the global 
biodiversity and climate crises. Geography is a discipline that is uniquely located at the intersection of the social 
sciences, natural sciences, and humanities. This equips geographers to be adept systems-thinkers and 
interdisciplinarians. It is furthermore an applied knowledge, focused above all on the state of our planet and our 
relationships with it. All of this makes the learning, teaching, and practice of geography centrally relevant to the 
closely-linked challenges of the global climate and biodiversity crises.

Geographers can do much more than present an analysis of these challenges. They also have a vantage point from 
which they can point to the kinds of thought and action that can deliver a better tomorrow for every person on Earth.

This coming October and November will see some of the most consequential weeks in terms of humanity’s 
collective relationship with planet Earth. In October the world’s governments will come together to confront the 
continuing dramatic loss of species and their habitats—the biodiversity crisis—compounded as it is by the 
accumulating impacts of climate change. It is hoped that the meeting will set the stage for ambitious new targets 
for the global conservation of nature out to 2030.

Around the same time, in Milan, Italy, and then, for two weeks in November, in Glasgow, Scotland, governments 
will reconvene to confront the existential challenge of climate change. It is widely hoped and expected that the 
meeting will set enhanced and more urgent reduction targets for greenhouse gas emissions out to 2030, as well 
as mandating a critical role for nature in climate change mitigation and adaption.

Geographers, whether as students, researchers, educators, writers, explorers, practitioners in business or policy, 
or as engaged and curious travellers, encourage our leaders to make ambitious commitments to place the protection 
of nature and a liveable climate at the centre of the world’s economics and politics at this critical juncture.

Accordingly, we pledge that our institutions will redouble our efforts to apply the unique attributes that are the 
hallmark of the learning, teaching, and practice of geography to the global environmental challenges that have 
drawn together the world’s governments to these vital meetings this year. We commit to doing all that we can to 
apply geography’s potent capabilities to the task of making the coming decade one of hope and of positive action.
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